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For a long time the Kasernenareal has been in search of a new identity and for a long time it has found none. Though perhaps was there nothing to change and only to reassert the characteristics of the site. The definitive end of the old military era offers a new opportunity for this historic site to renew its vows to the 
city of Zurich and to offer to the community once again a vitally needed urban resource.  The architecture department of Zurich’s ETH will revive the site through a sensitive implantation of the school, a careful renovation of existing buildings and a creative remodelling of the commons.

The site presently possesses three strong architectural identities each of which will be reinforced by the arrival of the school. The Kaserne itself has the necessary physical presence, character and expressivity to represent a powerful educational institution and shall therefore become the new face of the architecture 
school. Its floor plans originally designed for infantry occupation possess a morphology well suited for the design studios.

The Zeughaushof has already developed its own strong social and artistic personality since the military abandoned the buildings in the 1980’s. The remaining unused edifice will house the school’s functions which are in tune with the dynamic of this part of site, functions which show a more open, accessible, 
informal, even playful aspect of the architecture department life since it will contain the university café and restaurant as well as the model building workshop, a facility available to the public for use during the summer holidays. 

The lecture halls will find a new home implanted just under the surface of the park where they will also serve as an underground link between the two previous buildings while creating by displacement a playful topography above the surface of the public park. The technical indoor auditoriums are inherently 
unsuited for retrofit into the existing buildings and which by their nature relate more comfortably to an infrastructural language. Placing these spaces underground allows them to develop more freely and to express their own characteristic forms and volumes in a more unrestricted, natural manner. 

The park will finally find its natural vocation as a public commons for the use of all of the people of Zurich. It will open itself to the city and invite the people inside. The creation of new site specific topography works is intended as a generator for outdoor leisure activities and as a statement celebrating the end of 
the military era. The relationship of the terrain with the underground academic world is both highly symbolic and closely symbiotic as they rise and fall together creating land forms, and spaces for leisure, for learning and for social interactions - in short for urban life. 
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Discussion abstracts with member of the Walcheturm Kunstraum

Talking about the moving of D-Arch from the Globus Provisorium to Hönggerberg;

“Actually I have to admit I also studied architecture. Same annoying place as you, on the cow hill.  I always called it the cow hill.

“For you what is special in an architecture school? What's fundamentally different with another faculty?
The architecture students live there! They are there all the time! That's the big difference between a plain faculty and the architecture, because they go to 
the courses, and then they leave. It means that this thing [Globus Provisorium] was open all time. There was all the time light, heating, it means that at 
night and during all events it was a place where you could go and there was no control [referring to May 1968]. And it is somewhat true that architects 
have always been a bit revolutionary, many people from the left were architects. All this tradition, these ideas and in addition this place to meet. If they 
made a Versammlung were did they go? The restaurants were all very conservative. It means that it was a space everyone went to meet!
 
“Did you see at HIL, when you go up the big stairs? There is a barrier that can go down and close the school! And I’m sure that iss because they were 
afraid! I'm sure this was the reason for moving the architecture of the city to the cow hill.”

 
Talking about his time at ETH;

“In 1992. It was not incredible. Rossi was already gone, and it was after all the great people. There was Kohloff. There was also Reinhart, whose assitant 
was Sik. He was making hand drawn perspectives, just incredible.”

Discussion abstracts with members of the Labyrinthplatz  Verein
 

Talking about the Labyrinthgarden;

 
“We cultivate the ground with this garden, we cultivate how people meet, relationships and also how to care for the public space, 
responsibility for the city you live in, for culture like artists and dancers and musicians who come here and perform.”
 
“Sometimes we like calling it a household. Only a public one.”

“When you walk here you are also very close to the others, but never too close, there is a space between. If you’re a gardener, the 
space between is the path, but if you’re a philosopher it’s the garden that’s in between. There are many possibilities of looking at the 
same things.”

“It’s structure without repression. It's not a church, it's not a religion but it's not nothing. It's a place where you meet, where you talk 
and where you listen.”
 
“Its also important to know that it is not a maze. There are no dead ends, it’s one way and you can’t get lost.”
 
“They [the City] have interest of course, but how deep is it really?  It’s all a political game. We do master plans of everything, we 
organise things and we place things. Maybe it would be nice not to do that all the time, just let it be.”
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